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Thanks to Henry Ford and mass production, 
one could buy a ford for $290.  The 
Volstead Act became effective Jan 16, 1920 
and made the sale of a drink containing as 
much as one half-ounce of alcohol unlawful. 
This one unsuccessful act brought about 
much of the flavor of the Jazz Age or 
Roaring Twenties as we know them. This 
was a period of  prohibition and intolerance, 
speakeasies, flappers, gangsters, and crime. 



     Victoria (1819-1901) was queen of  the United Kingdom of  Great 
Britain and Ireland from 1837-1901 and became one of  the most rulers in 
English history. Her 63-year reign was the longest in British history. 
Great Britain reached their height of  its power during this period. It built 
a great colonial empire and enjoyed tremendous industrial expansion at 
home. As a result, the time of  Victoria’s reign is often called the 
Victorian Age. 
      During the Victoria Age, great economic, social, and political 
changes occurred in Britain. The British Empire reaches its height and 
covered about a fourth of  the world’s land. Industry and trade expanded 
rapidly, and railroads and lands crisscrossed the country. Science and 
technology made great advances. The size of  the middle-class grew 
enormously. Bt the 1850s, more and more people were getting an 
education. In addition. The government introduced democratic reforms. 
For example, an increasing number of  people received the right to vote. 





Prohibition was not a new 
phenomenon in the 1920s. 
There had been various anti-
alcohol campaigns since the 
colonial period. 
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